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Child labour
deprives children of
their fundamental
right to education
and is a violation
of Child Rights.
Children have

the right to a

joyful childhood,

to grow up in a
safe and nurturing
environment with
protection and
guidance from their
guardians, free
from exploitation
and abuse.

What is child labour?

The concept and definition of child labour varies
and differs in most of the existing legal and policy
documents, whether international or in the Indian
framework.

According to Article 32 of the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), the
State is obliged to protect children from engaging in
work that constitutes a threat to their health, education
or development, to set minimum age for employment,
and to regulate conditions of employment.

International Labour Organization (ILO) defines child
labour as work that deprives children of their childhood,
potential and dignity, and that is harmful to physical and
mental development. It refers to work that:
% is mentally, physically, socially or morally dangerous
and harmful to children
% interferes with their schooling by:
e depriving them of the opportunity to attend
school
e obliging them to leave school prematurely
® requiring them to attempt to combine school
attendance with excessively long and heavy
work

The Indian Constitution recognises the right of all
children aged 6-14 years to free and compulsory
education (Article 21A); prohibits forced labour (Article
23); prohibits employment of children under 14 in
hazardous occupations (Article 24); and establishes
that policies should be in place to protect children from
exploitation (Article 39).
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UNICEF estimates that
150 million children,

aged 5-14 years, worldwide are engaged in child labour.
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What is the magnitude The state of Uttar Pradesh tops the list
of child labour in India of Indian states in terms of the number

and in Uttar Pradesh? of child labourers. Statistics from Census
_ 2001 indicate that the state is home to
India has the largest number

of child labourers in the world.
According to Census 2001,
there were 12.7 million
economically active children in
the age group of 5-14 years.

approximately
working children, which accounts for
20 percent of all child labourers in India.
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Some of the sectors
employing children as
labour are:

)/

% Carpet industry
(including ancillaries)
Saree weaving
Embroidery
Brassware

Brick kiln

Stone crushing
Mining/quarrying
Agriculture
Collection of Minor
Forest Produce
Beedi making
Hotel/dhaba
Domestic work
Rag picking
Beggary
Automobile
Construction
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What is the child labour scenario in
Uttar Pradesh?

In Uttar Pradesh, children work in a number of
industries, most of which are classified under
“hazardous" forms of child labour. In addition, they
also receive low wages. A large number of them
are out of school, while the rest are irregular in
school. Since a majority of children are engaged

in the informal sector which is usually agriculture
and home-based, it becomes difficult to detect and
monitor them.

What are the main causes of child

labour?

Some of the key reasons behind continued use of

children as labour are:

1. Poverty: Usually children and their families
themselves approach employers for work. Large
family size, erratic income of parents and social
responsibilities push children to paid work, even
if it is low cost and hazardous.

2. Existing social attitudes: Based on caste and
social stratification, exclusion, indebtedness of
families to money lenders, ineffective functioning
and poor social protection mechanisms. These
result in limited or weak capacity of families and
communities to fulfill and realise their children's
rights, especially among socially excluded
populations.

3. Lack of quality education: This has an impact on
issues of equity/equality in schools and retention
of children enrolled into schools (especially
among girls who don't get family support to
continue studies).
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Prevailing social norms: These

are mostly around sending children
to work because of a lack of
understanding of the harmful effects
of child labour.

Inadequate awareness: This leads to
poor understanding and appreciation
by parents, community and service
providers about child rights, child
protection and long-term benefits of
education.

Lack of strict enforcement: An
absence of enforcement of child
protection laws and child labour
legislation creates an overall
environment that is detrimental to any
effort that is geared to reduce child
labour in any industry/setting.

Weak child protection structures: In
the event of any untoward incident,
people should be able to access a
suitable child protection structure
immediately. Not only must credible
set-ups be established but they also
should be popularised and be part

of homes, work places etc where
victims may want to reach and access
them.

Limited access: In a similar vein
adequate knowledge of social welfare
schemes and other entitlements
should be made available to families
and communities. They should be
facilitated in availing the same as also
a feedback mechanism should be

10.
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Considering the magnitude
and extent of the child
labour issue and that it

is essentially a socio-
economic problem which
is linked to poverty and
illiteracy, it requires
concerted efforts from all
sections of the society to
eliminate child labour.

allowed to follow-up and evaluate their
effectiveness.

Few alternatives to cheap labour:
Children are considered to be easily
available human resources who are
uncomplicated, easy to manipulate
and mould to suit the nature of work.
They are cheap labour who cannot
fight for their rights; and hence
preferred by employers. Since there
aren't many substitutes to this form of
cheap labour, the trend to hire them
continues unabated.

Lack of community action: The overall
climate under which child labour
exists and even thrives is indicative of
an insensitive and apathetic society
where community action is all but
missing, since the existing scenario
has existed for long and there is a
silent acceptance of it.
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Other “intolerable”
worse forms of child
labour like slavery,
trafficking, debt bondage
and other forms of
forced labour; forced
recruitment for use in
armed conflict and illicit
activities

Labour performed by a
child which contributes
to enhancing the
income of the
household

What are the different
forms of child labour?
Basically, child labour falls into
five categories:

*» Hazardous work or labour
which jeopardises the
physical, mental or moral
well-being of a child,
either because of its
nature or the conditions
under which it is carried
out. This includes
occupations like stone
crushing, construction,
mining, glass ware etc.

% Labour performed

by a child who is
under a certain age
and specified for that
kind of work and is
thus likely to impede
the child's education
and full development

< Other 'hidden' forms of
child labour like home-
based labour (including
agricultural labour)
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What are the important Laws
and Acts for the prevention
and elimination of child
labour?

K/
%

The Child Labour (Prohibition

and Regulation) Act, 1986: The
employment of children below the age
of 14 years in any activity is legally non-
permissible and also the employment of
children in the age group of 14-18 years
in hazardous condition is also illegal.

The Factories Act, 1948: The Act
prohibits the employment of children
below the age of 14 years in any factory.
The law also placed rules on whom,
when and how long can pre-adults aged
15-18 years be employed in any factory.
The Mines Act, 1952: The Act prohibits
the employment of children below 18
years of age in a mine.

UN Convention on Rights of the Child
(UNCRC), 1989: India had signed and
ratified the UNCRC on December 11,
1992 and submits periodic reports to the
UN on CRC. According to Article 32, “The
government should protect children from
work that is dangerous or might harm

14

their health and/or education. Parents
should be prohibited from expecting
their children to help out at home in
ways that are safe and appropriate to
their age. If children help out in a family
farm or business, the tasks they do
must be safe and suited to their level of
development. They must comply with
national labour laws. Children's work
should not jeopardise any of their other
rights, including the right to education,
or the right to relaxation and play.”

The Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection) of Children Act, 2000: This
law made it a crime, punishable with

a prison term, for anyone to procure

or employ a child in any hazardous
employment or in bondage.

The Right of Children to Free and
Compulsory Education Act, 2009:

The law mandates free and compulsory
education to all children aged 6 to 14
years. This legislation also mandated
that 256% of seats in every private school
must be allocated for children from
disadvantaged groups and physically
challenged children.
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Pre-school education in
Anganwadi Centres (AWC)
under the Integrated Child
Development Services (ICDS)
Programme

Integrated Child Development
Services (ICDS), a Government
of India sponsored programme,
is India's primary social welfare
scheme to tackle malnutrition
and health problems in children
below 6 years of age and their
mothers. The main beneficiaries
of the programme are all children

below 6 years of age, pregnant
and lactating women.

The pre-school education
component under ICDS aims

at developing school readiness
along with positive attitudes
towards education for children

in the age group 3-6 years. This

is to ensure the physical and
mental health of the child. Every
AWC has to be provided a pre-
school kit containing possible play
activities and items to be used by
the child.

What are the institutional mechanisms
in place for the prevention and
elimination of child labour?

Integrated Child Protection Scheme (ICPS)
Integrated Child Protection Scheme is a
centrally sponsored scheme aimed at providing
a safe and protective environment for a child.
Under this scheme, inter-alia financial assistance
is being provided to State Government/UT
Administration for setting up and maintaining
homes for children in difficult circumstances,
including orphan children.

The scheme contributes towards developing an
effective and efficient protection mechanism
for children. It is based on the principles of
‘protection of Child Rights' and ‘in the best
interest of the child'.

The objectives of the scheme are as follows:

« To provide structural strengthening by

institutionalising essential services

To ensure capacity building at all levels

To create a database (based on numbers

and statistics) and knowledge base for

child protection services

« To strengthen child protection at family
and community level

+ To ensure appropriate response at all
levels from different areas

« To raise public awareness

*

o
S

X3

2

16



allet 13 Go) 3 3T ApATA B oA
JATRA0TA BN FAT-FA1 8 ?

AAfepa a1 e ul¥Aistn ®
sidola stoeaTst Bz uR FHA-gd
fotant

TAfdhd 91l fd®b™T |ar (ICDS)
AT & 3T Whal—Jd
MATR® fRreqT FHfdba dTet
faerg Jar (s ST, IRd
RAR ERT YrATT BrishT B 1 6
T4 F HH Y B Il AR IADI
AIATRI &1 UV 3R Ry
el Faetl & fAues & forw
Jg U YIS ATHINIG HedTol

AT 2 | BRIHA & I ATt
6 99 A HH SH B T, THadl

3R I BRI dTell TRl ¢ |

AT B e wper-—ud
HTaRe et &1 323, 3—6
9§ & gedl Bl THA D ford
QIR HRAT 3R S5 e &
gfel FHRIHAS giehIv faamid
BAT B | T JANAATS! g Bl
T Wl Al @ fhe &
SITefY, RTIdT STIRT 92 R
A | 39PT S Ry & I
RIS, IRIRG 3R ARG
&I &1 demaT <1 | T,
SR, HFUIY AR Thd A
fdTel ST @1 TRl BT BH
BT ) TR S B

17

AAfepa s FHAzeto Alstett (ICPS)

T dTet ARETT AT (ICPS) YRd
AR P TH DT B F Yraford
AT & R 3230 a0l &1 U gRIga
qTATIRYT SUSAE BT © | 39 I B
i, 3 91l & AT fa<ig g=raan
31T geal Afed wfow uRRefaadl & gzl
@ folg o773/ Tl BT WTUAT iR WA
P foIU 5T TR /FE 15T YOI b
RT Y& &I ST <& B |

g YISTHT g2l BT Bel T YATT HRET0T
T3 faefia &= § INTEE ol B | I8
I ARTBRI DI GRET T ‘Tedl B
Hared f&a & g Rigial )
3R 2 |

39 AT & 93T 9 YR &

< JAIIH [ART Bl ARRATT B
SIATTA AT J&T AT |

< T R WR HATaEE BHRAT |

Tl ARETOT Harsl T SIeed (ds!
R IMTETRA) Ud S9 3R
GrAd &R |

< URIR g G & "R W dd
RV DI AT BT |

< A= &3l | T WRI WR SuYad
gfafshar gHRkaa &= |

% O ST ddl FeTT |




Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) is
Government of India's flagship programme
for achievement of Universalisation of
Elementary Education (UEE) in a time-
bound manner, as mandated by the 86th
amendment to the Constitution of India,
making free and compulsory education to
children of 6-14 years, a fundamental right.

National Child Labour Project
The government is implementing the
National Child Labour Project (NCLP) in
266 districts of the country, including
metros for rehabilitation of children
rescued/ withdrawn from work. Under
the Project, children rescued/withdrawn
from work are enrolled in special schools,
where they are provided with special
training program, vocational training,
nutrition, stipend, health care, etc.
before getting mainstreamed into formal
education system.
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The Department of Labour
administers and enforces
labour laws to ensure, mainly,
provisions relating to social
Jjustice and economic inter-
dependency, improvement

in working conditions, social
security, and protection against
harassment and exploitation of
working children, women and
men employed in the organised
sector.

In order to prevent child labour,
the department of labour
should ensure that appropriate
ambience is created which
discourages such activities.

The Labour Department must
also coordinate with various
departments (ICDS, health,
police, administration, education
etc.) for various planning and
implementation activities in

the context of prevention of
child labour. It is also involved

in rescue of child labourers

to present them to CWC or
health departments for further
verification to establish their age
and health condition and ensure
appropriate rehabilitation.
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Key roles and
responsibilities of the
media

To regularly write on the issues
of child labour, highlight positive
stories of change and sensitise
the local community

To highlight the cases of child
labour prominently especially
child labourers engaged in
hazardous activities.

To exert indirect pressure on
the administration for taking
action on the issue of child
labour

To advocate and create public
dialogue on the cause of child
rights and protection

To try and take up the subject
in a campaign mode by urging
communities and policy makers
to respond to a cause that is for
the larger common good

Roles &
Responsibilities

How can the media prevent
and play a more effective
role in preventing child
labour?

Media professionals greatly influence how
children are viewed in society. They shape
public opinion and influence positive
behaviour. Hence, the importance for
media professionals to give importance

to child labour in their news reportage

and to highlight both good practices and
unhealthy practices that are unearthed in
the course of their investigations.

Media can be more effective by
uncovering more cases and raise
awareness on child labour. As per Article
17 of UNCRC, the media has a duty

to disseminate information to children
that is of social, moral, educational and
cultural benefit to them. The UNCRC also
provides journalists with opportunities

to hold duty-bearers accountable for the
way that they implement protocol in the
country.

The media should highlight children's
rights, publicise wrong doings, and
scrutinise the strengths and weaknesses
of the any action taken for child
protection. All this provides the media a
very powerful position to help prevent and
eliminate child labour in the state.



H{HBIT 3R
gIRId

STt A DBt ABATH
del 3 A Atz

gHI@LNCt fHD BA &
B A g 2

AT gt B 54 gfte & @ 2, 39
R S WfSAHH 98 WIa Srerd € |

T O G B fIORYRT BT MR <o &
IR IPRIHAD FaeR BT AT FIIfdd Bl

g | o1 Irgdl WfeTrafiat & forg ug
S T 9 ool FHRR—RAIfET # are
ST BT A8 < 3R 3T S & SR

S o2 AR—aId 3R AT & 3REReT dR
RP ST ToR F MR 3R S SR
BN |

HHT BT SOINR BRD AR gl B SfTBRI
P YT STRTSdhdT HaTdx NfSd g
AT & HR Fall B | T I dTel
PRI & ATes 17 & AR AINSAT
BT T8 Hid © fob 98 dwdi bl AT,
Afa, fdre iR ARGIS ™ ugar arell
AT BT TAR—IRAR BN |

M & 928 & AERI BT SR HRAT
BT, TeafSAT DI AHT AT AMRT, A1
B 9l & oM B oIV S’ T dheA!

P HHIRGT R HAT3N BT fAgergor Y
HRAT AIRY | 59 I < AfSAT Bl 5T H
I 319 & AHAM 3R I~ & ol T
wifaTemen Rerfa o 8RfY |

FHifsen ot offRed st
qf¥ica
< 91 8 @ Yge W i

wY A forRgAT, 95a@ &
AHRIHAD TSA3N DI GHTL
H AT MR AT FHE
BT STRad PR |

< gTl ST & ATHA Bl

faeryax SfRewget
BRIGAI H a1 SIHDT B
A T ygEdl ¥ A
T |

¢ 91 5§ IGa IR HRAS

& o U W 3mucer
T STAT |

< g1l BRI 3R qreT YRef

& foIU &9 Harg aer = de
SRCARCECIRCEGIN

H PR FHarl 3R Aifd
feAtaTett & Mg o)A b
q Uh U &g ar faem |
T X S R T D B
H g




What are the important
points to remember while
reporting on children?

Here are some important points media professionals
must remember while reporting on children:

The dignity and
right of every
child is to be
respected in every
circumstance

Avoid publication
of images that
are damaging to
children

Guard against visually
or otherwise identifying
children, unless it is
demonstrated in the
public interest
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Use fair, open and straightforward
methods for obtaining pictures
and, where possible, obtain them
with the knowledge and consent of
children/guardian

Consider carefully
consequences of
publication of any material
concerning children

Obtain written permission from
the child and his/her guardian
for all interviews, video or
documentary photographs.
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